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Wednesday – Workshop Session 1 
WORKSHOP SUMMARY ABOUT THE PRESENTER 
Presentation #1                          Y1-3                        LIMITED TO: 40  
Empowering learners – rethinking guided reading in Years 1-3 Kay Hancock 
What is guided reading? Why do we do it? How does guided 
reading fit with other aspects of the classroom literacy 
programme in supporting students to become independent, 
enthusiastic readers and learners? This workshop investigates 
these questions, in particular the learning opportunities 
created when revisiting familiar texts. Participants will explore 
Ready to Read and Junior Journal materials, including teacher 
support materials, and how they can be used to engage, 
motivate, and empower learners. Copies of books will be 
provided at the workshop but participants are also invited to 
bring along a favourite Ready to Read or Junior Journal guided 
reading text. 
 

Kay has been involved with the Ready to Read series 
and the Junior Journal since 1998, when she became 
series editor at Learning Media. These core instructional 
reading series and their accompanying support 
materials are rich in opportunities to help all children 
develop as confident readers and thinkers. Kay’s 
workshop draws on her involvement in the Ministry of 
Education’s review of the series in 2013-14, her current 
work as a series consultant, and her doctoral research 
into the first twenty-five years of the Ready to Read 
series. 
 

Presentation #2                         Y1-8                         LIMITED TO: 25  
Effective Feedback for Learning Andrea Piters and Caron Watson 
Join us to discover the answer to the age-old question: What 
do effective feedback and the ALL Blacks have in common? 
If teacher use of feedback has such a high impact on student 
learning, how come it seems so hard to get it right? 
In this workshop we will share examples of effective feedback 
that you can use immediately with your own students to 
support learning. We will show you how to keep feedback 
simple, effective, and focused on student goals.  We’ll discover 
how Shirley Clarke’s prompts help us to differentiate the 
feedback we offer to students and ensure that students know 
their next steps. Most importantly of all, we’ll show you how to 
do it in a natural conversation style that keeps learners at the 
centre. And we’ll do it all by bringing together Effective Literacy 
Practice, Assessment Online, and Spirals of Inquiry. 
 

Andrea Piters and Caron Watson are Accredited 
Facilitators for Team Solutions, University of Auckland. 
Their work takes them all over the Lower North Island, 
supporting schools to accelerate the progress of all 
learners, develop systems to effectively monitor and 
maintain student progress, and develop capability in 
using assessment to inform teacher planning and 
practice.  
 

Presentation #3                          Y4-8                     INITIAL LIMIT: 60  
Persuasive writing – how to do it better Sue Dymock/Tom Nicholson 
Although our students seem to be incredibly astute in arguing 
their case at home and in the school playground with their 
peers, in the classroom they find persuasive writing very 
difficult, especially at Year 4 level. Evidence in support of this 
comes from a National Monitoring Study of Student 
Achievement [NMSSA] (2013) survey of writing. The report 
found that 35% of Year 4 students did not meet the expected 
NZ Curriculum benchmark of Level 2 and that a particular 
problem for Year 4 students was persuasive writing. Research 
has shown that teachers can double the quality of their 
students’ work by teaching how to enhance their arguments, 
that is, how to add depth and sparkle to their first drafts 
(Graham et al., 2012). This presentation will share ideas on 
how to teach persuasive writing so that students can be more 
confident when faced with this task. 

Tom Nicholson specialises in reading and writing 
difficulties. In previous University work, he taught 
courses in literacy education, child development, and 
research methods. He is continuing to collaborate with 
other researchers and hoping to be a freelance writer 
and/or consultant. Tom co-authored with Sue Dymock 
the New Zealand Dyslexia Handbook, Teaching Reading 
Comprehension, and Teaching Reading Vocabulary 
published by NZCER Press. 
 
Sue Dymock is an active researcher in the field of 
reading, reading difficulties, writing and spelling and has 
published articles, book chapters and books on these 
topics.  She is the Director of her University’s after-
school reading centre that provides specialist diagnosis 
and tuition for children, aged 7-15, experiencing 
reading difficulties. A forthcoming publication with Tom 
Nicholson is “Writing for impact. Teaching students how 
to set goals, write with a plan, spell well, and enjoy 
writing” (NZCER Press). 

 
  



Wednesday – Workshop Session 1 - continued 
Presentation #4                          Y4-8                     INITIAL LIMIT: 60  
A Writing Professional Development Success Story: raising 
achievement in a low decile school 

Druinie Perera 
 

Addressing writing underachievement requires quality student-
outcome focused teacher professional development initiatives 
(Bransford & Darling-Hammond, 2005; Timperley & Phillips, 
2003). The following case study provides insights into how an 
RTLB-led 2016 - 2017 writing professional development 
initiative enabled a decile 2 Auckland school address the 
prevalence of underachievement across two Year 7-8 classes 
with predominantly Māori and Pasifika male students. This 
initiative also raised Year 5-6 student achievement in two other 
schools.   
The professional development initiative had four broad aims. 
This presentation focuses on two of those aims, (1) increasing 
teacher capacity around using e-asTTle and other assessment 
information to inform planning and teaching decisions and (2) 
supporting teachers to develop effective writing group 
instructional practices that cater to the needs of all students. 
The presentation concludes with a review of the overall 
outcomes achieved and lessons learned. 
 

I began my New Zealand teaching career at Sacred Heart 
School in Dunedin. I spent two years teaching in Japan 
and travelling around the US, before returning in 2008 
to a position as DRS and Year 2-3 teacher at St Patrick’s 
Primary in Kilbirnie, Wellington. I set off to explore the 
world again in 2010. After returning from my travels and 
teaching in the UK, I took up a position as DRS and Year 
6-7 teacher at St Joseph’s in Waitara. I moved to 
Auckland and joined the RTLB Service in 2014 to focus 
on supporting diverse learners make progress. Since 
joining the Cluster 8 in 2016, I have focused on using 
collaborative inquiry to develop whole-class 
interventions and school-wide PLD initiatives that build 
teacher capability. I am also a part-time PhD student at 
the University of Auckland.  
 

Presentation #5                           Y7-8                      LIMITED TO: 20  
Digging up the past Juliet Cottrell 
This workshop explores a fictional story about life on the 
goldfields of Otago, New Zealand.  The pretext is a collection of 
artefacts discovered in an old suitcase in an old house, used to 
draw the students into the story and help to unravel a mystery.  
Participants will explore the use of artefacts as pretext and 
explore some useful drama strategies as a way in, through and 
out of story to deepen responses to any text. 
 

Juliet has been a primary classroom teacher, university 
tutor, specialist drama teacher and advisor in schools 
and helped develop the story thread process as 
pedagogy in Brisbane, Australia.  Juliet now runs The 
Drama Workshop – a performing arts school for young 
people in Hawkes Bay, New Zealand. 
She is currently working with Drama New Zealand in 
schools to provide primary teachers with access to 
drama strategies and resources for use in the classroom 
for learning as inquiry and literacy. 

Presentation #6                          Y1-13                  INITIAL LIMIT: 60  
Pushing for in-depth comprehension using the framework for 
depth and complexity 

Anna Meuli 
 

Looking for ways to build deeper comprehension? The 
Framework for Depth and Complexity enables students to dig 
deeply into content building comprehension that reveals deep 
and complex understandings. It originates from the University 
of South California in the mid 1990’s from the work of Kaplan 
and Gould. Components of the framework are embedded in 
several US States and mandated and/or recommended Gifted 
and Talented Education standards. It is not well known in New 
Zealand however NZCGE has been drawing upon it for the past 
10 years and our educators have seen the huge difference it 
makes. It is applicable across both primary and secondary 
sectors and while we have been using it to assist gifted learners 
to reach greater depth, complexity and abstraction in learning, 
it is designed for regular class use.  
This seminar will provide an introductory overview of the 
framework with examples to bring it to life. 
 

Anna has held a variety of roles in education and special 
education over the past 30 years working as Teacher, 
Specialist Teacher, Coordinator, Adviser, PLD facilitator, 
and currently as the Consultancy Manager for New 
Zealand Centre for Gifted Education. This role includes 
curriculum development, programme development and 
teacher professional learning and development. Anna 
supports NZCGE teachers with their understanding and 
application of the Framework for Depth and Complexity, 
has presented on the Framework nationally and 
internationally, and manages NZCGE’s PLD suite of 
supports taking the Framework to the broader NZ 
education community and mainstream classrooms. 
NZCGE’s understanding and work with the framework 
has received international endorsement.  
 

MAKE SELECTIONS AT: https://nzla-conference-workshop-author-selections.lilregie.com/booking/attendees/new  

 

  



Wednesday – Workshop Session 2 
WORKSHOP SUMMARY ABOUT THE PRESENTER 
Presentation #1                          Y1-3                        LIMITED TO: 40  

Preschool Children’s Exploration of Learning in Aotearoa New 
Zealand  

Bo Zhou and Pilana Lyanage Niroshami Rajapaksha 

Bo’s workshop concentrates on Chinese immigrant children’s 
early literacy learning at home and in kindergarten in Aotearoa 
New Zealand. The researcher will briefly introduce the 
rationales, research questions and method of the study. Stories 
of two focal children of the larger study (i.e., Xiaolong and 
Tiantian’s understanding and responding in communication 
with their parents, teachers and other children in routines) will 
be shared. The workshop will be concluded with the 
implications of this study.  

Randima’s workshop focuses on an ethnographic research 
conducted at two ECE centres in Auckland on “Children’s 
agency for learning in ECE settings”. Initially, the researcher will 
briefly share information about the study-purpose, research 
questions, and the method. Next, the discussion will focus on 
the ways children in the two ECE settings exhibit agency for 
learning with a few examples. Finally, the value of identifying 
the agentive acts of children for learning will be suggested.  

 

Bo Zhou is a last year PhD candidate from Faculty of 
Education and Social work, University of Auckland. Bo 
was an early childhood education (ECE) teacher in China 
for three years. Her working experiences inspired her 
interest in preschool children’s literacy development. 
Supervised by Professor Janet S. Gaffney and Professor 
Stuart McNaughton, Bo’s current research areas include 
Chinese children’s literacy experiences in and across 
home-kindergarten settings in Aotearoa New Zealand 
and identity construction in the early years.  

Niroshami Randima Rajapaksha is a PhD candidate at 
the Faculty of Education and Social Work, in the 
University of Auckland. Niroshami holds a B.Ed. degree 
First class honours and M.Ed from the University of 
Colombo, Sri Lanka. Niroshami’s research interests focus 
on children’s (3-5 years old) agency and learning, the 
role of teachers, parents, and social and cultural 
contexts in facilitating agency for learning, learning 
through play, and qualitative methodologies.  

 
Presentation #2                         Y1-3                         LIMITED TO: 60  
Guided Reading: a resurvey of a familiar landscape Judy Aitken 
How can teachers deliver effective Guided Reading lessons to 
facilitate the early development of children’s processing 
systems for reading? From a review carried out to inform the 
publication of new texts for the revised Ministry of Education 
(MoE) Ready to Read series, clearer understandings of Guided 
Reading have emerged. 
In this seminar the clarifications will be shared and insights will 
be explored and illustrated using findings from a recent 
observational study of Guided Reading in junior classrooms. 
This study identified aspects of teaching practice with the 
potential to enhance or inhibit children’s early reading 
development. 
This seminar would be of interest to teachers of New Entrant 
and Yrs 1 – 3 children. 
 

Judy Aitken is a Reading Recovery Trainer and Tutor 
employed by the University of Auckland. She supports 
Reading Recovery teachers and schools across the 
Manawatu/Whanganui regions and assists the role of 
National Reading Recovery to provide specific training 
and quality assurance outcomes for the effective 
implementation of Reading Recovery across New 
Zealand 
Judy’s commitment to literacy learning and teaching 
began with New Entrant children and a fascination with 
their very early attempts at working with the puzzling 
code. Her recent research on Guided Reading stemmed 
from this on-going interest and the potential for this 
intensive instructional setting to shape successful 
trajectories of progress for children’s early reading 
development. 
Judy is a Manawatu Literacy Association committee 
member and part of the team responsible for organising 
this year’s conference in Palmerston North. 
 

Presentation #3                          Y1-6                       LIMITED TO: 15  
My Journey: Using Growth Mindset and Mindfulness to 
impact on literacy progress 

Jacqui Frost 
 

This workshop is based on what I have done to introduce 
Growth Mindset and Mindfulness into a junior class in a 
successful and productive way.  The progress in learner’s 
literacy development and the impact on learner agency will be 
discussed.  The resources I have used, the challenges I have 
faced and the successes I have seen.  What worked, what 
bombed and the lessons that I have learnt along the way. 
Based on real-life, in a real classroom, with real kids! 
 

Jacqui Frost is a teacher who is passionate about 
instilling Growth Mindset and Learner Agency in 
students.  Having two major career changes mid 
working life, she has had to undertake a series of mind -
shifts in order to adapt from a corporate background to 
a life in education.  Seeking to understand learners and 
what motivates individuals, she strives to engage and to 
help grow empowered learners. 

 



Wednesday – Workshop Session 2 - continued 
Presentation #4                         Y1-13                    INITIAL LIMIT: 60  
Foundations for Literacy Julie Bradley 
Understanding the developmental processes involved in 
writing is essential for all educators.  This presentation will 
examine the significance of language pronunciation and 
enunciation, auditory and visual acuity and processing, and 
working memory.  The importance of knowledge of spelling 
rules, phonology, morphology, grammar, handwriting and 
typing will be examined.  Proofreading and editing will also be 
discussed. We will also analyse of common problems and 
discussion of teacher intervention and possible solutions. 
Stressing where our efforts must lie for students to gain 
independence and mastery as soon as possible will be 
highlighted.   Automaticity in reading and writing frees the 
brain to focus on other important cognitive tasks.   
 

Julie Bradley has 39 years teaching experience and over 
30 years training teachers worldwide.  Julie is the author 
and publisher of Smart Words Word Study Program that 
encompasses orthography, phonology, morphology and 
grammar.  Julie speaks from a wealth of hands on 
experiences with students of all ages and abilities.   
 

Presentation #5                          Y1-13                     LIMITED TO: 30  
Progress and consistency tools: all you can eat Gayle McIlraith and Martin Turner 
With National Standards no longer the preferred recipe of the 
Education Minister, leaders and teachers are now searching for 
the recipe to measure progress and achievement. You could 
continue to work with National Standards (NS), because it is 
familiar and you are no longer required to use NS to report to 
the ministry So what recipes are out there? Like my food bag, 
the menu is wide and varied, and the latest additions are 
relatively new, and an acquired taste perhaps? This work shop 
will focus on the Progress and Consistency Tool (PaCT) the 
enhancements, and The Learning Progression Framework (LPF). 
Participants will get the opportunity to engage with the tools, 
hear about what is working in schools, and consider ways to 
implement a recipe that is palatable to all (parents, leaders, 
teachers and students) or to just tempt you to give it a go.  
 

Gayle McIlraith encourages leaders and teachers to 
engage in collaborative inquiry that is research-
informed and evidence-based. A key driver for Gayle is 
to support leaders and teachers in critical inquiry that 
informs changes to teacher and leader practices 
resulting in accelerated outcomes for students. Gayle 
has a strong research interest in effective teacher and 
leader practice and feedback methods.  
 
Martin Turner is a Lead Facilitator at Team Solutions, 
facilitating PLD in schools as well as leading a team of 
facilitators in both Tai Tokerau and Auckland. Previously 
Martin held a key leadership role in delivering the 
Ministry of Education’s Leadership and Assessment PLD 
contract throughout New Zealand. Martin is 
experienced in supporting school leaders and teachers 
to embed formative assessment practice within their 
teaching and learning programmes. Much of his work 
also centres around working with leaders to ensure 
quality teaching in their role of leading teacher learning. 
 

Presentation #6                        General                   LIMITED TO: 40  
How do children make meaning of visual images in literary 
texts, and how does this change over time?  

Sue McDowell 
 

The National Monitoring Study of Student Achievement 
(NMSSA) provides information about Year 4 and Year 8 student 
achievement over time across the breadth of the New Zealand 
Curriculum. This presentation draws on the findings of a 
retrospective analysis of tasks and responses from the NMSSA 
English: Viewing assessment to identify progression in 
disciplinary meaning-making in the English learning area.  
Disciplinary meaning-making (disciplinary literacy/curriculum 
literacies) requires students to take the ‘perspective’ of the 
discipline (to think like a scientist, mathematician or literary 
critic, for example).  
This presentation will provide participants with opportunities 
to (1) explore the findings from the analysis of NMSSA English: 
Viewing tasks and responses; (2) consider their implications for 
teaching; and (3) share experiences of teaching students to 
make meaning of literary texts, including those with visual 
images. 
 

Sue McDowall is a Senior Researcher at the New 
Zealand Council for Educational Research (NZCER).  Her 
research in literacy has covered areas such as: reading, 
writing, viewing, multiliteracies, curriculum literacies, 
home-school partnerships, e-learning, games for 
learning, and key competencies.  Sue has led 
evaluations of literacy interventions and of literacy 
resources and their use in schools.  Sue co-led the re-
development of PAT:Reading and worked for several 
years developing English resources for ARCT 
(Assessment Resources for Classroom teachers). She has 
eight years’ experience as a primary school teacher.  
 



Thursday – Workshop Session 3 
WORKSHOP SUMMARY ABOUT THE PRESENTER 
Presentation #1                          Y1-3                    INITIAL LIMIT: 60  
Effective Literacy, An Approach to Teaching Writing in Junior 
Classrooms 

Janet Hawkins 

Janet will be presenting a workshop on an approach to 
teaching writing in junior classrooms which is based on the 
theory of literacy processing.  This theory guides classroom 
practice and enables children to become active, independent 
learners. The workshop will include many examples of 
children’s writing and classroom organisation ideas.   
An Effective Literacy classroom integrates several literacy 
disciplines. Oral language, guided writing, independent writing, 
reading, spelling, handwriting, visual language and topic work 
are all incorporated into the literacy block. It is through this 
integration that each subject draws on the reciprocal nature of 
the others and the learning is meaningful for children.  
The most compelling evidence for the effectiveness of this 
approach to writing is in the work produced by the children 
and by the children’s enthusiasm to write.  
 

Janet is an experienced classroom and Reading 
Recovery teacher with a passion for teaching 
literacy.  She has had recent classroom success teaching 
guided and independent writing to year 1 and 2 children 
as part of their literacy learning. 
In 2016 Janet completed her Post Graduate Diploma of 
Education with a specialty in Reading Recovery and now 
works in Auckland as a Reading Recovery Tutor. 
 

Presentation #2                         Y1-6                         LIMITED TO: 20  
Shared reading: re-envisaged and reinvigorated Sue Court 
Future focussed learning requires learners to engage in diverse 
literacy experiences in order to think critically, direct their own 
learning and respond in creative and innovative ways to text.  
The future-focused education literature suggests we need to 
adopt a much more complex view of knowledge, one that 
incorporates knowing, doing and being. 
 
In this practical workshop participants will explore how Shared 
Reading enables the learner to be actively engaged in all 
aspects of literacy and ignites a love of reading, language and 
literacy across a range of poetry, stories and non-fiction text. 
The workshop will share how classroom and ESOL teachers 
from Year 1-5 have used the engaging and lively Ready to Read 
texts to lay strong foundations for guided reading, provide 
opportunity and scope to personalise learning, and relate cross 
curriculum and cultural responses to text. Rekindle not only the 
students’ joy of shared reading but also your own passion for 
literacy. Participants may wish to bring a digital device to 
access the online resources.  
 

Sue has extensive experience as a primary classroom 
teacher. She trained as a Reading Recovery Tutor and 
spent many years in Sydney as a Tutor and as an 
Advisor: Literacy and the Early Years. Recently Sue 
returned to New Zealand to train as a Reading Recovery 
Trainer. In addition to this role Sue trains and supports 
Reading Recovery teachers and provides PLD to schools 
to support literacy in classrooms. Sue sees the new 
Ministry of Education Ready to Read texts and teacher 
support material (TSM) as an excellent springboard for 
exploring systematic observation (Running Records and 
the Observation Survey) and the effective instructional 
approaches of shared and guided reading.  
 

Presentation #3                          Y1-8                     INITIAL LIMIT: 60  
Should spelling be caught or taught? Sue Dymock and Tom Nicholson 
As a teacher of spelling, it is easy to become cynical about the 
English language due to the number of spelling inconsistencies 
but many students do not “catch” spelling just by reading of 
text. Research indicates, however, that students can spell 
approximately 50 percent of English words based on taught 
sound–letter relationships and 34 percent can be predicted 
apart from one sound (making for very close approximations). 
If the speller has an understanding of word origin (e.g., Latin 
and Greek) then only about 4 percent of words are 
irregular.  This suggests that if teachers teach students about 
sound–letter relationships, word origin and the meaning of 
words/word parts, and if only a small percentage of words are 
irregular, then students should be able to become good 
spellers.  This presentation will share New Zealand research as 
well as practical ways to help all students become better 
spellers. 

Tom Nicholson specialises in reading and writing difficulties. In 
previous University work, he taught courses in literacy 
education, child development, and research methods. He is 
continuing to collaborate with other researchers and hoping 
to be a freelance writer and/or consultant. Tom co-authored 
with Sue Dymock the New Zealand Dyslexia Handbook, 
Teaching Reading Comprehension, and Teaching Reading 
Vocabulary published by NZCER Press. 
Sue Dymock is an active researcher in the field of reading, 
reading difficulties, writing and spelling and has published 
articles, book chapters and books on these topics.  She is the 
Director of her University’s after-school reading centre that 
provides specialist diagnosis and tuition for children, aged 7-
15, experiencing reading difficulties. A forthcoming 
publication with Tom Nicholson is “Writing for impact. 
Teaching students how to set goals, write with a plan, spell 
well, and enjoy writing” (NZCER Press). 

 



Thursday – Workshop Session 3 - continued 
Presentation #4                          Y1-8                       LIMITED TO: 25  
Engaging our Learners through Digital Teaching Resources  Pauline Brown 
My passion is to make quality digital teaching resources that 
will engage students in learning how to read and write. I can 
share many resources and show you how to make your own. 
These resources support the learning in ILEs or general 
classroom settings.  
 

I am Pauline Brown and I have held various positions in 
education over the last 25 years. I have been a 
practicing teacher, Assistant Principal, Deputy Principal, 
literacy leader, and a coordinator of a literacy group. I 
am now running a consultancy business specialising in 
professional development for schools in reading and 
writing. My passion is to make quality digital teaching 
resources that will engage students in learning how to 
read and write.  
 

Presentation #5                           Y4-13                  INITIAL LIMIT: 60  
The three dimensional digital landscape Rebecca Jesson and Naomi Rosedale 
Online landscapes increasingly mean that students need to 
employ higher order literacy, thinking and social skills to 
engage with and through texts. In this seminar we present a 
model of pedagogy that builds what is commonly termed the 
C21 skillset embedded in the everyday curriculum. We will 
show how learning can be designed, with the support of digital 
tools, to develop higher order thinking, using a wider set of 
texts and connectivity, with deeper understandings. We will 
illustrate the model using resources that have been developed 
by the Woolf Fisher Research Centre to support teachers 
embed the three dimensions into practice. The digital tools we 
will be showcasing to illustrate model integration of 21st 
century skills and multi-literacies are: a critical literacy game 
tool, student-generated digital learning objects (DLO) and an 
argumentation discussion board. 

Dr Rebecca Jesson is the Associate Head of School: 
Research, School of Curriculum and pedagogy and 
Associate Director, Woolf Fisher Research Centre, 
Faculty of Education.  Rebecca's research is situated in 
schools and their communities in New Zealand and the 
Pacific. Her focus is on designing with teachers’ 
innovations that will improve the literacy outcomes for 
students. Rebecca is an experienced primary school 
teacher across a number of schools and year levels, 
including Reading Recovery. Her Masters of Education 
(2001) research focussed on implementing critical 
thinking in the English curriculum. Her PhD (2010) 
research was situated in a schooling intervention, and 
explored differing models of professional development 
in writing 
 
Naomi Rosedale is a Researcher Analyst at the Woolf 
Fisher Research Centre, a trained secondary teacher and 
currently undertaking doctoral research at the 
University of Auckland. Her teaching background is in 
English and Information Technology, and as an in-school 
Literacy Co-ordinator. Especially interested in how 
digital literacies and text literacy mediate inequities for 
low-socioeconomic communities, her PhD study 
investigates how children's 1-to-1 digital practices 
influence their learning in classrooms and out-of-school 
settings. This work places particular emphasis on how 
teachers, parents and Web 2.0 affordances, particularly 
DLO (Digital Learning Object) creation can support 
enhanced student achievement and parent 
involvement. 
 

  



Thursday – Workshop Session 3 - continued 
Presentation #6                       General                  INITIAL LIMIT: 60  
Inquiry for Impact: using spirals of inquiry and visible learning 
to accelerate progress for reluctant writers 

Kate Birch 
 

The Spiral of Inquiry (Timperley, Halbert and Kaser) is a model 
that enables teachers to be curious, innovative and creative, to 
learn and deepen their understandings of effective pedagogy 
with autonomy, discipline and professionalism, and to be ever 
mindful of their impact.  Many schools and Kāhui Ako have 
adopted this model and are in the early years of 
implementation.  Today’s presentation will showcase how a 
team of teachers used the Spiral of Inquiry model, in 
conjunction with the research findings of Visible Learning 
(Hattie,) to successfully accelerate progress in writing for a 
group of boys who were reluctant to write.  
I invite you to come along and hear how they did this!  
 

I am an Education Consultant: 
• an Expert Partner with the University of Auckland 

Equity and Excellence team, supporting four Kāhui 
Ako/Communities of Learning across New Zealand   

• an accredited Visible Learning consultant working 
with Professor John Hattie and the Cognition Visible 
LearningPlus team to develop and deliver 
Collaborative Impact Programmes within New 
Zealand and internationally  

• an accredited provider of professional learning for 
literacy, leadership, inquiry and change 
management in NZ 

• an experienced educator in the primary and 
secondary sectors.  

I have:  
• a proven record in leading schools in evidenced-

based change processes for schooling 
improvement.  

• expertise in coaching and mentoring teachers, 
leaders and system leaders in change management.  

• experience in working and collaborating with 
schools and systems addressing issues of equity and 
excellence. 

• Co-authored ‘Visible Learning into Action: 
International Case Studies of Impact’ with John 
Hattie et al, Routledge 2015.  

 
MAKE SELECTIONS AT: https://nzla-conference-workshop-author-selections.lilregie.com/booking/attendees/new  

 

  



Thursday – Workshop Session 4 
WORKSHOP SUMMARY ABOUT THE PRESENTER 
Presentation #1                          Y1-3                        LIMITED TO: 20  
Fostering a Love of Reading with Book Introductions that 
Engage Young Minds  

Bernadette Hiha  
 

Developing a love of reading and an attitude that reading must 
make sense are important aims of teaching reading. This 
session will explore how teachers can plan book introductions 
that engage the children’s attention in the story, leading to 
quality interactions, and opportunities to discuss new ideas 
and new language structures. Choosing texts with the 
children’s strengths and interests in mind will also be a focus of 
this presentation. Teachers will be given time to preview books 
and examples of book introductions and discuss the 
characteristics of these with other attendees.   
 

Bernadette Hiha is a Reading Recovery Tutor with many 
years’ experience working with trained and training 
Reading Recovery teachers, classroom teachers’ and 
literacy leaders.   She is passionate about literacy 
teaching that is responsive to the diversity of today’s 
children. Bernadette has presented at local, national 
and international conferences. Her qualifications include 
Masters of Education (First Class Hons.  This 
presentation is aimed at teachers’ working with year 1-3 
children 

Presentation #2                         Y4-6                         LIMITED TO: 20  
Drama and the Pied Piper  Juliet Cotterill 
Using the story of the Pied Piper as pretext, this workshop will 
explore a number of drama strategies that can be used as a 
way in, through and out of a story to deepen the response to 
text.  Participants will come away with useful ways to explore 
any text through drama. 

 

Juliet has been a primary classroom teacher, university 
tutor, specialist drama teacher and advisor in schools 
and helped develop the story thread process as 
pedagogy in Brisbane, Australia.  Juliet now runs The 
Drama Workshop – a performing arts school for young 
people in Hawkes Bay, New Zealand. 
She is currently working with Drama New Zealand in 
schools to provide primary teachers with access to 
drama strategies and resources for use in the classroom 
for learning as inquiry and literacy. 
 

Presentation #3                          Y5-8                     INITIAL LIMIT: 60  
Te Tiriti o Waitangi – a new resource Isaac Snoswell and Kate Potter 
Teachers are increasingly looking for ways to introduce New 
Zealand history into their learning programmes. A new School 
Journal Story Library resource aimed at accelerating students’ 
literacy progress in years 7 to 8 is paving the way forward.  Te 
Tiriti o Waitangi by Ross Calman, Mark Derby, and Toby Morris 
allows students who need extra support to access the same 
complex ideas as the rest of the class – making the story of Te 
Tiriti accessible and engaging for all readers. 
This presentation will demonstrate how Te Tiriti o Waitangi can 
be used to build students’ literacy skills and knowledge. It will 
demonstrate how these skills can then support students to 
engage with New Zealand history across the curriculum. The 
presentation also provides an opportunity for teachers to 
refresh their own understanding of Te Tiriti and its ongoing 
significance 

Isaac graduated from Whitireia with a Diploma in 
Publishing in 2014 and has since then worked as a 
publishing assistant and an editor for Lift Education. In 
2015, he became editor of the School Journal Story 
Library series, a Ministry of Education publication 
targeted at accelerating students’ literacy learning. 
 
Kate was part of the team that developed the He Tohu 
exhibition, a new permanent exhibition of He 
Whakaputanga, Te Tiriti o Waitangi, and the 1893 
Women's Suffrage Petition at the National Library.  Her 
particular focus was the development of learning 
resources and programmes to support the exhibition 
and providing a learning lens to conversations about 
content and approach.  Kate contributed to the 
development of Te Tiriti o Waitangi as a content advisor 
and writer of the teacher support material. She is 
currently teaching at Wellington High School.  

 
  



Thursday – Workshop Session 4 - continued 
Presentation #4                          Y1-13                     LIMITED TO: 30  
Practice analysis conversations: use of video and teacher 
agency 

Gail McIlraith and Martin Turner 
 

‘You show me a teacher who’s satisfied with what they’re 
doing, and I will show you a teacher with low expectations.’ 
(Dylan Wiliam, 2007). 
This quote by Dylan Wiliam asserts that teachers constantly 
operate with an inquiry mindset, looking for ways to improve 
their practice and outcomes for their students. But how do 
they receive meaningful feedback and feed-forward about 
their practice that goes beyond the cursory observation and 
feedback which is so often a part of appraisal processes? This 
workshop draws on the research of Professor Helen Timperley, 
into professional conversations between leaders and teachers 
that ‘promote professional learning in ways that impact on 
student learning and achievement’ (2012). Timperley’s 
research findings have resulted in a professional conversation 
structure grounded in widely recognised theories of learning, 
of interpersonal effectiveness and of professionalism. 
In this workshop participants will receive a brief overview of 
the theory and structure and will see how the use of video can 
considerably enhance teacher agency positioning teachers and 
school leaders as partners when jointly analysing practice and 
deciding next teaching steps.  
 

Gayle encourages leaders and teachers to engage in 
collaborative inquiry that is research-informed and 
evidence-based. A key driver for Gayle is to support 
leaders and teachers in critical inquiry that informs 
changes to teacher and leader practices resulting in 
accelerated outcomes for students. Gayle has a strong 
research interest in effective teacher and leader 
practice and feedback methods.  
 
Martin is a Lead Facilitator at Team Solutions, 
facilitating PLD in schools as well as leading a team of 
facilitators in both Tai Tokerau and Auckland. Previously 
Martin held a key leadership role in delivering the 
Ministry of Education’s Leadership and Assessment PLD 
contract throughout New Zealand. Martin is 
experienced in supporting school leaders and teachers 
to embed formative assessment practice within their 
teaching and learning programmes. Much of is work 
also centres around working with leaders to ensure 
quality teaching in their role of leading teacher learning 

Presentation #5                          Y1-13                 INITIAL LIMIT: 60  
Rediscovering the English Code Julie Bradley 
After hundreds of hours of researching the reasoning behind 
the English Code, Bradley, and co-author Kilov, methodized the 
orthography at the root of our language.  This enlightening 
presentation simplifies the spelling rules that govern the 
English Code so students achieve automaticity in encoding and 
decoding.  It will also explain the reasoning for selecting the 
correct representation of a phonogram in a word.  It will 
include how to use morphology efficiently to change the 
structure and usage of a word, expanding students’ 
vocabularies exponentially.  The mechanism behind the 
spelling of thousands of words will be covered. Common 
problems that hamper children’s accuracy and impair writing 
will be addressed.  Participants will be surprised at how these 
straight forward precepts illuminate the English language.  Julie 
will share tried and tested tricks that make teaching spelling 
easier.  Proficiency in English is indispensable and it has the 
power to change lives.     
 

Julie Bradley has 39 years teaching experience and over 
30 years training teachers worldwide.  Julie is the author 
and publisher of Smart Words Word Study Program.  
She is the co-author of the Spelling Rules with Tips and 
Tricks cards and the Unpacking Grammar Chart.  Julie 
speaks from a wealth of hands on experiences with 
students of all ages and abilities.   
 

  



Thursday – Workshop Session 4 - continued 
Presentation #6                       General                  INITIAL LIMIT: 60  
Prescription Pad Literature Alan Dingley 
What do we have in our arsenal, as parents and educators that 
we can use where children can draw their own conclusion from 
what is presented to them? 
Things like loneliness, bullying, anxiety/depression, and even 
loss of a loved one are all things we prefer not to have to 
imagine children or young people dealing with …. but we know 
they do.  
Books can the perfect prescription in these situations because 
each book is subjective to the person reading it. Readers can 
take from the book whatever it is they need at that moment.  
They order the words, the subject, and the substance all are 
within their control to decipher how they see fit.  
This list is of my choosing because at different times, in 
different situations, they have spoken to me or to someone 
else who needed them. These are all recommended to parents, 
teachers, librarians and anyone with a heart. 
 

Alan is the Youth Librarian working out Palmerston 
North City Council’s Youth Space, where he curates 
what he thinks is the most versatile of all collections, YA 
literature!!!  
He has a background in theatre (part of current NZ 
Theatresports champions ‘SpontaneoUS’) and enjoys 
using his theatre skills teaching story-building 
workshops, where he tries to give children, young 
people, and even adults the confidence to tell their 
stories, their way! 
He is a lucky Dad to two gorgeous girls, Sam + Georgie, 
and after being widowed last year Alan has focussed on 
books that can aid with the healing process for all ages.” 
 

Presentation #7                     General                  INITIAL LIMIT: 60  
Ramping up reading for pleasure Debbie Roxburgh  
Would you like to boost reading for pleasure in your 
class/school? Could your school library be doing more to 
empower students as readers? Or, are you working towards 
building a community of readers? Support these initiatives by 
creating a book flood that entices students into reading - 
discover how to supplement your school and classroom 
libraries by making maximum use of National Library loans.  
This session will present practical strategies for unlocking the 
magic of literature as you build reading engagement and move 
towards empowering students as life-long readers.  Find out 
about genre-based book clubs, lucky-dip reading, crowd 
sourcing classroom libraries and much more.   
 

Debbie is part of the Services to Schools team of 
facilitators, providing professional learning and 
development, information and advice to schools in the 
lower central North Island. Her role includes facilitating 
connections between school communities as well as the 
wider educational community to support reading 
engagement, digital literacy and innovative library 
learning environments. Debbie is passionate about 
helping all students discover the joys and rewards of 
reading for pleasure and life-long learning; and the role 
of libraries, especially school libraries, in helping this 
happen. 
 

MAKE SELECTIONS AT: https://nzla-conference-workshop-author-selections.lilregie.com/booking/attendees/new  

 

  



Friday – Workshop Session 5 
WORKSHOP SUMMARY ABOUT THE PRESENTER 
Presentation #1                          Y1-6                     INITIAL LIMIT: 60  
The power of story:  Enticing children into literacy Christine Boocock 
Who doesn’t like a good story?  From birth onwards, stories 
pay a central role in all our lives. This session focuses on the 
critical importance of story for young children at home, and in 
early childhood and school settings.  Two key parent and 
teacher practices will be specifically examined; reading stories 
to children at home and school and using storybooks in Guided 
Reading in the classroom. International and New Zealand 
research findings will demonstrate the powerful educational 
outcomes for children of these practices.  
 

Christine is a Reading Recovery Trainer and Project 
Director for National Reading Recovery. Based at the 
Faculty of Education and Social Work at the University 
of Auckland, she teaches Postgraduate courses in 
Reading Recovery for Tutor trainees and provides 
professional development to the national team of 
Tutors. Her academic research at masters and doctoral 
level has focussed on learning and teaching in the 
classroom in the areas of writing and Guided Reading.  
 

Presentation #2                         Y1-6                      INITIAL LIMIT: 60  
The unheard voices of children: A study of young children’s 
revision in writing 

Yingmin Wang 
 

Writing, a powerful way for children to express their diverse 
voices, has received less attention in education and research 
than other literacy areas.  Children’s revision development in 
writing is crucial to facilitating metacognitive competence and 
authorship.  Studies have shown that beginning writers are not 
inclined to make revisions.  According to the New Zealand 
curriculum, writers are expected to engage in revision: “add or 
delete details and comments, showing some selectivity in the 
process” (Ministry of Education, 2007, p.8) by level 2 (Years 3-
4).  In this study, I explored four 7- and 8-year-old children’s 
revision development for three terms, using an ethnographic 
approach to observe, document and engage as an “adult 
friend” (Dyson & Genishi, 2005) in classrooms.  The focus of the 
presentation will be to provide an overall picture of the study, 
present preliminary findings and to interact with teachers 
about their teaching of revision and insights on the findings. 
 

Yingmin received her Bachelor of Arts in English 
Translation and Master of Arts in English Language and 
Literature from South China Normal University, 
Guangdong. She earned her Master of Education from 
University of Aberdeen, UK. During study in Scotland at 
the University of Aberdeen (2013-2014), Yingmin 
developed her interest in education and conducted 
research in different Scottish primary schools, with a 
focus on classroom teaching and learning. In the first 
year of her doctoral (2016) study, Yingmin observed in a 
number of Auckland primary schools and interacted 
with teachers and principals, which contributed to her 
desire to explore writing research in New Zealand 
classrooms. Yingmin has completed nearly 30 weeks of 
in-classroom data collection by the first term of 2018 
and she has presented at the Australian Association for 
Research in Education (AARE) Conference 2017. 
 

Presentation #3                          Y1-8                     INITIAL LIMIT: 60  
"I took a picture in my mind": making spelling simpler and 
word recall clearer 

Andrea O’Hagan 
 

A mixture of experiential workshop and presentation of 
research undertaken in 2017 through WIMER, University of 
Waikato. The focus is a visual imaging process developed to 
improve spelling which leads to gains in writing and reading 
skills. This particular model of learning gives children ways to 
more clearly identify and change their learning processes and 
mind-sets.  
Some children with symptoms of dyslexia have found they can 
settle down their symptoms. With 10 minutes practising per day 
some symptoms settle and cease to be an issue. Children 
struggling to retain and recall words also have success with this 
visual imaging process. 
Participants will engage in activities that facilitate visual 
imaging more easily and will learn how 2 schools implemented 
the strategy last year for Yr 2-5 students as tuakana/teina pairs. 
 

Andrea’s interest in relational pedagogy and ‘elegant’ 
learning strategies developed during her teaching career 
and led her to studying neuro-linguistics and neuro-
science at Master's level to better understand internal 
processes underpinning successful learning.  Andrea is 
contracted by schools and organisations to help improve 
students learning abilities and well-being. 
Andrea - M. Ed. With First Class Honours - was a 
teaching fellow with the University of Waikato Faculty 
of Education for 12 years in the Arts and Language Dept. 
until Nov 2016. She was the research assistant for a 
literacy and maths project funded by WMIER- University 
of Waikato - in 2017. She began teaching in 1980.  
Andrea has presented at a number of conferences 
including: - 2015 CORE uLearn conference, 2016 NZLA 
Conference, 2017 University of Waikato Inquire, Inspire 
Research Symposium and DramaNZ regional and 
national conferences between 2006 -2016. 

 
  



Friday – Workshop Session 5 - continued 
Presentation #4                          Y4-8                     LIMITED TO: 30  
“Inspired!”  - Effective Literacy through the Power of Inquiry Margaret Carter 
“Inspired” will examine effective literacy practices through the 
power of student led inquiry.  It aims to share approaches that 
help build and sustain curiosity within our learning 
environments.  Effective Literacy through the power of Inquiry 
will be supported by critical thinking practices, celebrating 
‘student agency’ and encouraging learner’s curiosity.  There 
will be a focus on the role of the teaching practitioner to 
facilitate concepts and practices that plant the seed for each 
learner’s journey.  In this workshop an inquiry journey that a 
class of senior learners took will be shared demonstrating real 
evidence of how this generated rich literacy sessions while 
being led by the student’s voice.  An outcome I hope is that it 
will ‘inspire’ teaching practitioners to engage in student led 
investigations, utilize quality literature within their learning 
space and see inquiry as a tool into effective literary practice 
and ultimately raising student achievement levels. 
 

Margaret Carter graduated from Auckland College of 
Education in 1994 and continuing her education 
completed her B.Ed. in 2000.  She has worked across 
West Auckland in many diverse teaching roles and 
across all levels of Primary School Education.  Margaret 
had strengths in literacy, especially assisting struggling 
learners.   
During 2018, Margaret continues to help lead 
professional development in Literacy through her COL 
Leadership role and Reading Recovery practice.   She 
currently is a Senior Leader at Tirimoana Primary where 
she teaches Reading Recovery and mentors 
provisionally registered teachers and student teachers 
from University partners. 
 

Presentation #5                          Y4-13                     LIMITED TO: 25  
I've got nothing too much to write about Heather McQuillan 
Discover six sources of writing ideas that you can draw on time 
and time again to inspire clever, humorous and sincere writing 
from your students.  
Unleash your own creativity in mixing and matching these 
sources to maximise opportunities for direct instruction of 
essential writing knowhow. 
 

For many years Heather was a teacher who wrote, now 
she is a writer who teaches. She is the director of The 
School for Young Writers in Christchurch and has 
recently been awarded a Masters of Creative Writing. 
Heather has won a number of awards locally and 
internationally for her short, and very short, story 
writing. Her stories appear in print and online in 
anthologies and journals from the UK, USA, Australia 
and New Zealand.  
Heather also writes for children and in 2005 was the 
winner of the Tom Fitzgibbon Award. Two of her novels 
for young readers have been listed as Storylines Notable 
Books.  In 2018 her YA novel manuscript was shortlisted 
for the Tessa Duder award. She has had a handful of 
poems published and is currently writing a play. Heather 
loves writing and she loves to engage with young 
writers. 
 

Presentation #6                          General                  LIMITED TO: 35  
What is your reading personality and how does it affect your 
learners? 

Katrina Young-Drew 
 

What type of reader are you?  Do you enjoy a wide range of 
genres and read for pleasure at every opportunity? Do you 
encourage or expect your learners to have similar reading 
habits to your own?  In this workshop you will have the 
opportunity to consider how your experiences, influences and 
practice contribute towards your reading personality. We will 
also discuss how your reading personality affects your learners 
and share simple, but effective strategies to build a reading 
culture in your school. Discover the richness and diversity of 
children and young adult literature by examining a range of 
recently published print books and exploring how they might 
be used with learners who have the skill but not the will to 
read. 
 

Katrina worked in school, tertiary and research libraries 
before joining National Library.  She now facilitates face-
to-face and online professional learning and 
development opportunities for teachers, library team 
members, senior management and specialist staff. She 
also helps to develop connections between schools and 
other education sectors.  Her focus includes: reading 
engagement, digital literacy and modern library learning 
environments. Katrina enjoys hiking and loves children's 
literature. Her personal collection will continue to grow 
as much as her budget allows!  She has a very eclectic 
reading personality. 
 

MAKE SELECTIONS AT: https://nzla-conference-workshop-author-selections.lilregie.com/booking/attendees/new  

  



Thursday – Authors’ Symposium 
SEE FULL BIOs AT: http://nzla.org.nz/events/2018-conference-mla-literacy-landscapes/author-symposium/ 
 ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Author #1                                                                 INITIAL LIMIT: 60  

SALLY SUTTON 

Sally loves writing for different age groups, and 
experimenting with different styles: from the noisy, 
rambunctious rhymes in picture books such as 
Roadworks and Demolition, all the way to the humour 
and drama of her junior novels. She also enjoys writing 
plays. 
 

Author #2                                                                 INITIAL LIMIT: 60  

GAVIN BISHOP 

Gavin is a highly acclaimed and award-winning 
children’s picture book writer and illustrator who lives 
and works in Christchurch, New Zealand. As author and 
illustrator of nearly 60 books his work ranges from 
original stories to retellings of Maori myths, European 
fairy stories, and nursery rhymes. He won the Margaret 
Mahy Medal in 2000, as well as numerous fellowships 
and national book awards.  
 

Author #3                                                                 INITIAL LIMIT: 60  

KATE DE GOLDI 

Kate is one of New Zealand’s most loved authors, whose 
short fiction, novels and picture books engage children, 
teenagers and adults alike. She is a two-time winner of 
the New Zealand Post Children’s Book of the Year Award 
and author of the phenomenal The 10 PM Question, 
which has been published extensively overseas and has 
won, or been a finalist in, many prestigious awards.  
 

Author #4                                                                 INITIAL LIMIT: 60  

DAVID HILL 

David is a prolific and highly regarded New Zealand 
writer, playwright, poet, columnist and critic. Best 
known for his highly popular and award-winning body of 
work for young people, ranging from picture books to 
teenage fiction, his novels have been published all 
around the world and translated into several languages, 
and his short stories and plays for young people have 
been broadcast here and overseas. 
 

Author #5                                                                  INITIAL LIMIT: 60  

DES HUNT 

Des is an award-winning young adult fiction writer.  He 
was a school teacher for more than 40 years and has 
published two textbooks. His novels are set in places 
that children could visit and recognise. They have a 
strong environmental care message and emphasise the 
unique features of New Zealand fauna and geography. 
In 2017 Des received the Storylines Margaret Mahy 
Medal in recognition of his contribution to the world of 
literature for children and young adults. 
 

Author #6                                                                  INITIAL LIMIT: 60  

DAVID RILEY 

David grew up in Mangere and attended Viscount 
Primary, Arahanga Intemediate and Mangere College. 
He is a teacher at Tangaroa College in Otara, South 
Auckland, NZ. He taught English for 12 years, and for 
three of those years, he led the department. He has also 
been a Head of Dance and Drama and Specialist 
Classroom Teacher 
 

MAKE SELECTIONS AT: https://nzla-conference-workshop-author-selections.lilregie.com/booking/attendees/new  


