
Gavin Bishop “HOME SWEET HOME, Christchurch as a setting for my stories and 

pictures” 

This address will talk about the influence of my immediate surroundings on 
my work. I will look at the books of mine that have featured places, buildings 
and streets that will be familiar to those who know Christchurch well. There 
will be private places too that only a few people have seen. 

 

Dame Wendy Pye “The Challenges of the ARTS and LITERACY working together 

within a STEAM approach” 
 
Trailblazing educator and publisher, Wendy Pye, will explore what is driving 
the STEAM approach internationally and in New Zealand. 
She will provide examples of current publications and examples of how to 
weave what these offer into educational practice.  

 

Dr Steven Layne “In Defense of Read-Aloud” 

Author and University Scholar Dr. Steven Layne is passionate about 
reading aloud to kids of all ages.  In this energizing keynote address, he 
provides teachers with strong research-based rationale for reading aloud 
throughout the grades as well as providing information on maximizing 
instruction.  Guaranteed:  loads of practical information and a lot of 
laughter and maybe a tear or two! 

 

Dr Viv Aitken “Dramatic inquiry - real learning in imagined worlds” 

Dramatic inquiry (dramatic play, process drama, drama-for-learning and 
Mantle-of-the-Expert) provides a powerful, engaging bridge to literacy 
and the wider curriculum. Students encounter opportunities to write, 
read, speak and listen in authentic, purposeful contexts. They explore new 
status and language positions leading to elevated language and enriched 
vocabulary. They take multiple perspectives on complex issues, enhancing 
critical thinking and empathy. In this address I’ll introduce Dramatic 

Inquiry, touch on recent research and celebrate practice, including in teachers’ own words. 

 

 

 



Mary Chamberlain "Engaging students through rich opportunities to learn” 

 

Marcus Akuhata-Brown 

Marcus will stimulate, entertain and inspire you with his powerful 

message and creative delivery style – he tells of how glass lids of low 

expectation and achievement were lifted off his life and how, through 

positive encouragement, intuitive goal setting as well as having the 

courage to break out of comfort zones, led to a life of excitement, 

adventure and purpose. 

2019 Marie Clay NZLA Conference Address presented by 

Dr Murray Gadd “On Being an Effective Teacher of Writing” 

 

Murray Gadd will present an illustrated and research-based exploration of what teachers 
need to know, think about and do to be effective teachers of writing for Year 0-10 
students.  ‘Being effective’ means ensuring that students are engaged in writing tasks and 
making progress as developing writers at an appropriate level. In particular, the address 
will explore in some detail issues around topic and task selection, motivation, scaffolding, 
use of instructional strategies, and differentiation. By the end of the address, teachers 
should feel ‘I can make a difference for my students’. 

 


