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Kath Murdoch
Kath Murdoch is an experienced teacher, writer, university lecturer and popular consultant
who has worked for many years with teachers and students in schools across the globe.
Author of 16 books and numerous articles for teachers – including the bestselling ‘The
Power of Inquiry’ (2015). Kath is widely respected for her work in the field of inquiry-based
learning.

Kathryn Berkett
Kathryn Berkett has dedicated 22 years to understanding how extreme trauma impacts the
developing brain. She has a master’s degree in educational psychology and is a certified
Neurosequential Model of Therapeutics Practitioner. Kathryn points out that the changes
we are seeing in young people correlate with rapid changes to the way our children are
growing up.

Andrea Greer
Andrea is the owner and founder of Nurturing Relationships. Her vision is to empower the
village that surrounds our mokopuna. Often hearing the phrase, “it takes a village to raise a
child”, when it comes to supporting healing of trauma, the same is true – we need a village.
It is relational connectedness, whanaungatanga that brings healing, restoration and allows
our mokopuna to thrive. Her trauma responsive training supports that vision by empowering
you with tools and strategies you can put into your kete to empower the children or youth
you work with.

Dr Murray Gadd 
Dr Murray Gadd is an independent literacy facilitator, teacher and researcher working
throughout Aotearoa. His research interests are primarily on ‘what is critical in the effective
teaching of writing’ and ‘what can teachers do to enhance the engagement, progress and
achievement of students as developing writers, especially under-achieving students’. He is
particularly interested in, ‘what makes a difference for students?’

Dr Christine Braid
Dr Christine Braid is a Professional Learning and Development Facilitator / Kaitakawaenga
at Tātai Angitu at Massey University specialising in supporting literacy across the primary
school years. She was part of the Massey research team “Enhancing Literacy Learning
Outcomes for Beginning Readers.” Christine has been working in education for more than
30 years and works extensively with teachers and schools to explore best practice in
literacy teaching for the benefit of all learners.

Lyn Stone 
Lyn Stone is the founder and creator of Lifelong Literacy and a Scottish linguist in private
practice in Australia. Lyn is an author, education consultant, mother of diverse learners, and
a dyslexia advocate. She uses research, evidence and linguistics to produce programs,
methods and texts for students, teachers and educators worldwide. Lyn has written 3
bestseller books, including her latest book ‘Reading for Life: High quality literacy instruction
for all.’



On the 22nd March 2023, the Auckland Central
Catholic Kāhui Ako delivered a thought provoking
presentation on critical literacy. Alana Madgwick and
her colleagues, Jeremy Williams, Laureen Leituala
and Bridget Hansen shared how critical literacy is not
only about how we think about a text, analyse it and
ask questions; but also how we explore the
relationships and build connections between the text,
the world, ourselves and other texts.

Critical literacy isn’t just about reading and writing, it
is about using multi-modal avenues which help

illustrate our understanding and relationships with the text, such as through music, art, using keywords, drama and
much more. These types of discussions and ways of illustrating understanding encourages students to think beyond
the surface and relate the text to their own life stories.

The teachers in the Kāhui Ako illustrated the use of the book “The House That Jack Built” by Gavin Bishop as a
prompt to explore critical literacy in their classroom. The photo below gives an example of some of the follow up
activities that their students engaged with after reading the text. This is the student’s choice board whereas the
teacher’s planning has all the guiding questions that would then scaffold the children for success. Scaffolding the
children means that the children have the meta
language and understanding around topics such
as inclusion, representation, bias, exclusion and
stereotyping to be able to explain their thoughts
and ideas and engage in rich deep conversation.
Such as whose view is this text presenting? Who
is missing from the text?

A huge part of this research and practice is
ensuring that ‘all learners, especially Maori and
Pacific students should be critically literate and
ensure their worldviews are heard.’ Linguistic and
cultural inclusion was a key point that was
delivered throughout the whole presentation. I
personally would love to hear more on this topic.
These wonderful educators definitely left me
thinking where my school and I are on the journey
of using and engaging with critical literacy.

Alarna Smart
ALA Exec



Term 1, 2023

https://natlib.govt.nz/

The National Library is an incredible resource that all schools should make the most of. Anne
Morgan gave us a fabulous overview of how the National Library can help teachers and
schools on their reading journey. She shared many different types of resources that are
available to educators and students from new entrants to teenagers. I especially enjoyed how
Anne mentioned that the National Library can support teachers in choosing thought-provoking,
entertaining books that are perfect for reading aloud to a class. They are huge advocates for
reading aloud and encourage teachers to contact them if they require recommendations or
help. Their website has a plethora of information and links to point educators in the right
direction if they are wanting to explore what the literacy world has to offer. Take some time
and have a look at what the National Library has to offer on their website. They even have
space to host events!

National Library: Teaching and Learning Resources
Have you checked out these amazing services?




